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The Church Manse is only
a mile from the Church.

Welcome toWe would like to find a Minister who is in sympathy with 

our aims and who will contribute to their fulfilment by his 

or her own special gifts. It would be particularly nice to 

have a Minister with a sense of humour!







T I M E L I N E

Coldside Parish Church became vacant on the retirement of 

the Rev Tony Thornthwaite after eight years as first Minister of the newly united 

charge formed from union of Clepington and Fairmuir Parish Churches.

Hello
and welcome to our church.
Yvonne Grant   |  Session Clerk  

Our Vision is to be a Church serving God at 

the heart of the community.

Our Mission is to bring the message of Jesus 

Christ to the people in our parish and further afield. 

No one is denied the love of Jesus Christ and

everyone is welcome to join us.

We as a congregation seek to be

an inclusive Parish Church which can accommodate 

people with a variety of Christian perspectives as 

well as those who still have little faith.

The Kirk Session has decided to ‘opt out’ in terms of Act 1 2015. Accordingly applications will be 

considered from all eligible ministers. The Trustees regularly review each of our aims, objectives and 

achievements and are unafraid to change or modify our views when the need occurs.

Clepington Parish Church 
established in a small 
tenement room.

1873

Dundee architect Alexander 
Johnston wins competition to 
design Clepington Church 

1874

Edinburgh architects Maclaren and Aitken 
design and build the small chapel/hall

1875

Alexander Johnston oversees 
build of  Clepington Church 

1880-81

Coldside Parish

My Source of Faith for 80 years, serving 
as an Elder and former Session Clerk.

Jim

I’ve been a member of Coldside (Clepington) for 35 years. I like the 
way it has evolved and moved with the times. I enjoy the friendship of 
the Coldside community. In recent years I have found a satisfaction in 
volunteering at the popular community cafe.

Morag



During 2019 6,500 people
              of all ages used our building

In 2014 we modernised our building making it a welcoming place with full 

disabled access. A cheery smile greeted all who came through our doors. With a dedicated team of people 

the building usage increased to a seven day a week operation to meet the needs of both the community 

and church organisations. 

 
Prior to the pandemic, the Sanctuary and its halls were used every day throughout the 

year (During 2019 6,500 people of all ages used our building). The Church hosted Narcotics Anon, Revive 

and Restore Café (Cross Reach), Main Street Community Café and a Community Development Worker as 

well as uniformed organisations and Messy Church. Unfortunately during the pandemic these activities 

are temporarily paused.

 
During 2019/20 we also employed two salaried staff for the Main Street Community café plus volunteers 

from our Church family and other agencies. The café was open two days a week attracting around 50 

people daily, mainly non members, enjoying a light lunch.

We have a small subcommittee of the Kirk Session investigating how to reopen our offering by

researching how other local churches successfully open in the face of similar challenges. We are minded 

to re-open with less emphasis on other agencies but more as a church-based operation. On reopening this 

will be a smaller operation than last year but a better controlled one. They have committed to completing 

SDF (Scottish Drugs Forum) Introductory Training to be help consolidate their existing experiences with 

likely client groups. We also aim to employ a community development worker as soon as is possible.

Coldside Parish  is mixed with desirable

housing both in the private sector and new social

housing schemes. 

The parish also includes the Hilltown area where there 

are severe challenges to those people who depend on 

benefits, and those affected by drug and alcohol misuse.

This part of the parish is
sometimes described as one of 
the most deprived in Scotland 
judged by the National SIMD

(Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation)

Fairmuir Parish Church built 
at 329 Clepington Road

1900



When I leave each week I feel like I've had
a nice warm hug.

Pat

The people of Coldside are welcoming and accepting 
of newcomers, they are ready to try new things and 

very ready to be involved.

John

I enjoy the fact of entering the church.  Where I can 
worship time to reflect and give thanks for how 

blessed we are. To hear the preaching of his word.

Alistair

Everyone is so welcoming to the children, the congregation do not 
mind if the children are “seen and heard” and can move freely 

when the services are on. It has a warm friendly atmosphere, and 
the congregation really care about each other. 

Elaine

A warm welcome for all.



Unrestricted Tenure  was agreed at Dundee Presbytery  and confirmed by the 121 Planning Task Group 

(February 2020). The Church’s work within the community has been described by the Church of Scotland as 

‘inspirational’ in view of the leading edge community work offered on our premises. For four years until May 

2020 we employed a Community Development Worker funded via the Rank Organisation who organised 

events aimed squarely at the community including cinema, craft, walking, yoga and many social evenings. 

We are willing to enter discussions with neighbouring congregations regarding parish reappraisal.

Presbytery Plan

Coldside Church are a very charitable group of people organising fashion shows and ceilidhs. Regular events 

are summer and Easter fetes and Christmas fayres, Christian Aid with Big Breakfasts and Blytheswood Care 

Shoebox Appeal. Sunday Tea monies are donated to deserving charitable causes.

Charitable Outreach Work

Previously not a priority area judged by the Church of Scotland's Faith and Nurture Form (Previously 

Ministries Council) we are truly a mix of priority and conventional urban area with three primary schools

( two non-denominational and one Roman Catholic) and a new community centre. In addition to comments 

about the nature of our parish, there is an ethnic diversity within the community. 

It is noted we have been recognised as a priority area as of May 2021.

Community Profile

The Charge of Coldside Parish Church operates the Unitary Constitution.

The Kirk Session has 19 members ranging from age 50 upwards, 16 of whom are female.

Our main Sub Committees are Finance, Buildings and Events.

Last ordination of five new Elders was in 2019.

50-60 attend Sunday Worship rising at special services 
such as Easter and Christmas.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated four times a year. Age profile is two years to 99 years.   

Whilst we recognise that we have our fair share of seniors, we also have active members of a working age. 

Four new members who became Elders are taking an active part in Church family life.

We meet at 11am for Sunday Worship but people are welcome to help themselves to a hot or cold drink on 

arrival and take this into the Sanctuary from 10.15am, making the welcome informal and very warm. The 

format is mixed with members of the congregation taking part in Bible readings, sketches, leading prayer 

and Elders taking the occasional service. We have the aim of making everything as relaxed as 

possible for new attenders.

We have full sound and visual projection. Mission Praise, CH4 and other material are used as 

appropriate and we employ the services of an accomplished musician as our organist. Services 

include regular All Age Worship which is brought to life with stories, pictures on the overhead 

screen and interaction. The Young Church is active during the service where 

the children are invited to take part in the lessons designed with fun in mind. Around 

10 - 15 children enjoy Messy Church on a monthly basis.  

Worship Life Communion
Roll

169Member age
range

2-99

Church on Sunday feels like spending time with my family, it 
makes me feel part of some thing much bigger, but it also 
supports me as an individual and gives me strength and 
comfort. Church is my time to reflect and reset my batteries 
for the week ahead.

Valeen



We enjoy joint services at Easter and Christmas with 

our local neighbour St David’s High Kirk (SDHK) and 

local primary schools attend at end of term on 

requested visits. We have also made a good working 

relationship with Armistead Nursery Department 

based at Kings Cross Hospital.

Local ministers meet monthly including all Christian 

denominations. Our relationships extend to

volunteering at St Salvador’s Episcopal Church Food 

Cupboard after Sunday worship. During the year we 

receive the Christian Aid newsletter from Kate 

McDonald in Palestine/Israel and the World Mission 

magazine. The Kirk Session has decided that we should 

become a Fair Trade congregation.

The Manse family is allocated an Elder whilst the 

Session Clerk contacts any person via telephone or 

e-mail. The Minister’s pastoral duties are supported by 

our pastoral care team, whose telephone number 

along with those of the Minister and Session Clerk are 

always printed on the order of service. Funerals, 

weddings, baptisms and residential homes visits are by 

arrangement.

Uniformed Organisations include Girls’ Brigade, Boys' Brigade, Brownies and Scout Group meet weekly.

Other youth organisations using the Church facilities include Taekwondo, Highland Dance Group, Parent 

and Toddlers, Football Toddlers and Discovery Dog Club.

 
At the time of writing this parish profile (late 2020) a small subcommittee of Kirk Session has been formed

to reach out firstly to the uniformed organisations and their leaders to establish those with approved 

national agreements to operate indoors. We look forward to such organisations reopening as and when 

arrangements are approved. We envisage allocating these organisations use of the hub and Boyd Hall (thus 

keeping them completely separate from the Sanctuary and Sword Hall used for Sunday worship).

We recognize that a rigorous cleaning process will need to be undertaken between each such hall usage and 

hence we are initially limited to one organisation per night. We also recognize that our cleaning costs are 

unlikely to be covered by the hall usage fees or donations paid by the organisations but we see this as an 

investment in the community and its youth. As we gain more experience with usage by the national 

uniformed youth organisations, we will gradually attempt to restart the other local youth work organisations. 

Stewardship & Finance
Our Treasurer and Finance Team take particular care with our finances to invest wisely our funds - over the 

years legacies have been donated. We also have a regular income from the use of the premises by outside 

organisations.

Careful stewardship of our finances is essential with rising cost of maintenance. Staff include organist and 

professional cleaning company. A voluntary Church Officer is in attendance.

Dundee architect Alexander 
Johnston wins competition to 
design Clepington Church 

Granted category C  listing our Church  undergoes
extensive repairs and modernisation including upgraded 
heating, lighting and installation of AV equipment

2014

Clepington and Fairmuir Parish Church 
merge to create a new church:
Coldside Parish Church

2012

Coldside Parish church 
welcomes our new Minister!

2021

Our Prayer Group meet
      regularly for tea and cake!

Youth Work
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